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HYMN. 


Another  hand  is  beckoning  us, 

Another  call  is  given, 
And  glows  once  more,  with  angel-steps, 

The  path  which  reaches  heaven. 


There  seems  a  shadow  on  the  day, 
Her  smile  no  longer  cheers ; 

A  dimness  on  the  stars  of  night, 
Like  eyes  that  look  through  tears. 

Alone,  unto  our  Father's  will, 
One  thought  hath  reconciled : 

That  he,  whose  love  exceedeth  ours, 
Hath  taken  home  his  child. 

Fold  her,  0  Father !    in  thine  arms, 
And  let  her  henceforth  he 

A  messenger  of  love  between 
Our  human  hearts  and  thee. 

Still  let  her  mild  rebuking  stand 
Between  us  and  the  wrong, 

Ami   her  dear  memory  serve  to  make 
Our   f'aitli    in    Goodness  strong. 


And  grant  that  she  who,  trembling,  here 

Distrusted  all  her  powers, 
May  welcome  to  her  holier  home 

The  well-beloved  of  ours. 


PRATER. 

KEY.    MR.   SEYMOUR,  BROOKFIELD. 


READING   OF   SCRIPTURE,  AND   PRAYER. 

REV.    MR.  BROWN,   GILBERTVILLE. 


HYMN. 


We  speak  of  the  realms  of  the  blest, 
That  country  so  bright  and  so  fair; 

And  oft  are  its  glories  confessed  — 
But,  what  must  it  be  to  be  there! 

We  speak  of  its  pathways  of  gold; 

Its  walls,  decked  with  jewels  so  rare ; 
Its  wonders,  and  pleasures  untold  — 

But,  what  must  it  be  to  be  there  ! 

We  speak  of  its  freedom  from  sin, 
From  sorrow,  temptation,  and  care ; 

From  trials,  without  and  within  — 
But,  what  must  it  be  to  be  tbere  ! 

We  speak  of  its  service  of  love, 

The  robes  which  the  glorified  wear ; 

The  church  of  the  first-born,  above  — 
But,   what  must  it  be  to  be  there  ! 


Do  thou,  Lord,  'mid  sorrow  and  woe, 
Still  for  heaven  my  spirit  prepare ; 

And  shortly  I  also  shall  know 
And  feel  what  it  is  to  be  there. 


SERMON. 

DR.   PERKINS,  OF   WARE. 


PRAYEE. 

REV.   MR.   AUSTIN   OF  WARREN. 


HYMN. 


Jesus,  thou  friend  divine, 

Hearer  of  prayer, 
Making  thy  children's  cause 

Ever  thy  care, 
Hear  now  my  earnest  plea : 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee, 
Nearer  to  thee  ! 

Oft  have  I  gone  astray, 

Far  from  my  God  ; 
Grieved  him  a  thousand  times ; 

Needed  his  rod. 
Full  well  my  wrong  I  see  — 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee, 
Nearer  to  thee  ! 

And  thou  hast  patient  been, 

Working  in  love  ; 
Teaching  to  mourn  the  past, 

Drawing  above. 
So  now  my  song  shall  be  : 
Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee, 
Nearer  to  thee ! 


In  thine  own  chosen  way- 
Cleanse  thou  my  heart  — 
If  need  he,  the  furnace 

Bearing  its  part. 
Longeth  my  soul  to  be 

Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee, 
Nearer  to  thee  ! 

Then  will  I  follow  thee, 

Every   cross  hear; 
Shrink  not  from  any  toil, 

Have  hut  one  care. 
Oh  !    let  me  daily  he 

Nearer,  my  God,  to  thee, 
Nearer  to  thee  ! 

And  when  my  work  is  done, 

Close  by  thy  side, 
Safe  in  the  home  above 

Let  me  abide, 
Joyful  at  last  to  be 

So  near,  my  God,  to  thee, 
So  near  to  thee  ! 


BENEDICTION. 
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SERMON. 


"And  there  shale  be  no  night  there." — Eev.  xxii.  5. 

When  the  night  of  death  comes  upon  those  who  are  near 
to  us,  it  is  as  natural  for  us  to  think  of  the  future  as  it  is 
when  the  sun  is  setting  in  the  west  to  think  of  to-morrow. 

It  is  cause  for  devout  gratitude  that  we  have  some  certain 
knowledge  of  a  future  to  which  we  may  look  forward,  and  of 
which  we  may  have  some  definite  idea. 

Although,  when  we  attempt  to  gather  up  what  inspiration 
says  concerning  a  heavenly  life  we  find  it  small  in  amount, 
yet,  as  we  look  closely,  we  discern  in  every  sentence  some 
feature  of  that  life  portrayed  in  such  a  light  as  to  commend 
it  to  our  most  urgent  wants.  Its  wealth,  its  light,  its  per- 
petual verdure,  still  more  its  peace,  its  rest,  its  holiness,  and 
its  songs  of  praise,  each  meets  some  longing  and  satisfies 
some  want  which  we  never  find  supplied  to  our  satisfaction 
here.  Of  all  its  characteristics  which  the  word  of  God  de- 
scribes, perhaps  that  of  the  text  may  at  first  seem  the  one  of 
most  questionable  good. 

Night  is  to  us  on  earth  a  blessing.  As  a  time  for  rest  from 
the  labor  and  the  turmoil  of  the  day,  as  a  time  for  quiet  con- 
templation and  devotion,  it  comes  in  its  appointed  course  to 
cool  the  fever  of  the  blood  and  to  refresh  the  spirit — a  wel- 
come messenger  to  the  weary  myriads  of  earth ;  and  yet,  like 
many  other  blessings,  it  speaks  of  imperfection  and  weakness, 
and  is  a  good  only  because  it  is  a  refuge  from  evil.  In  this 
light  we  are  to  regard  the  assertion  concerning  heaven,  that 
"  there  shall  be  no  night  there,"  as  one  proof  of  its  perfect 
blessedness. 
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From  it  we  learn — 

I.    That  glorified  spirits  will  not  need  rest. 

It  has  already  been  noticed  that  its  subserving  this  purpose 
to  mortals  is  that  which  makes  the  night  so  rich  a  boon. 
None  are  above  the  need  of  it,  and  they  who  are  best  able  to 
enjoy  the  blessings  of  this  life  are  those  who  derive  most 
benefit  from  it. 

The  child,  weary  with  its  sports  through  a  day  that  seems 
longer  to  it  than  will  weeks  in  after-life ;  the  man  of  toil, 
upon  whom  the  primal  curse  rests  heavily,  or  is  lightened 
by  the  rewards  which  his  labor  brings  ;  and  he  who,  working 
with  his  brain,  is  more  wearied  at  the  close  of  day  than  any 
of  these ;  all  welcome  the  quiet  of  the  night  and  the  refresh- 
ment which  its  slumber  affords.  Even  he  whose  fevered 
pains  drive  sleep  from  his  eyes,  and  compel  him  to  say : 
"Would  God  it  were  morning,"  finds  relief  in  the  change 
from  light  to  darkness,  so  that  he  says,  with  equal  emphasis : 
"  Would  God  it  were  evening."  Nor  is  it  mere  bodily 
fatigue  that  causes  the  approach  of  night  to  be  so  welcome, 
but  because  there  is  thus  gained  some  temporary  relief  from 
care. 

It  is  no  uncommon  lot  by  which  one  is  appointed  to  pass 
through  life  under  the  constant  pressure  of  cares,  and  anxie- 
ties, and  sorrows,  resting  alwajTs  as  a  heavy  burden  upon 
him.  Though  these  cannot  be  escaped,  the  changes  of  day 
and  night  afford  some  temporary  relief,  without  which  the 
heart  would  break,  and  reason  be  dethroned. 

While,  then,  the  absence  of  night  and  its  quieting  and 
soothing  influences  would  be  intolerable  to  the  weary  and 
fainting  of  earth,  we  can  easily  conceive  that  that  state  of 
being  must  be  blessed  indeed  in  which  there  needs  be  no 
night  for  repose  from  weariness  or  forgetfulness  of  sorrow. 

Nor  does  exemption  from  such  need  of  rest  arise  from  the 
inactivity  of  glorified  spirits.  Rather,  when  they  enter  upon 
their  perfect  rest,  is  every  power  and  every  faculty  of  the 
-on I  at  work  lor  the  first  time  in  perfect  harmony  and  with 
its  m most  energy. 
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They,  who  before  the  throne  give  all  their  powers,  without 
reserve,  to  Him  who  sits  thereon,  and  yield  themselves  to  the 
perfect  sway  of  his  will,  serve  Him  day  and  night  in  His 
temple,  i.  e.,  unceasingly  forever.  There  is  no  sighing  there 
for  rest,  for  action  is  rest ;  no  hour,  no  moment  in  the  long, 
unchanging  eternity,  when  the  soul,  feeling  its  burdens  heavy, 
shall  long  to  lay  them  down  for  a  while  ;  no  sinking  of  the 
spirit  in  discouragement,  no  dreading  of  the  future,  and  seek- 
ing a  temporary  oblivion  from  the  prospect  that  lies  before  it ; 
but  with  every  power  as  fresh  as  when  it  first  awakes  upon 
the  morning  of  the  Resurrection,  the  glorified  spirit  shall  find 
in  each  act  a  joy,  in  each  song  of  praise  a  new  inspiration, 
and  gratitude  and  love  and  every  holy  affection  kindling  with 
new  glow  at  every  exercise,  shall  live  on,  exulting  in  the 
light  of  one  high,  eternal,  cloudless  day.  There  shall  be  no 
night  there,  and  no  need  of  night  for  rest. 

II.  The  "  no  night "  of  heaven  signifies  its  unchangeable- 
ness. 

The  stated  recurrence  of  day  and  night  is  but  a  part  of  the 
change  which  appertains  to  all  earthly  things.  There  is  here 
nothing  fixed,  and  this  is  essential  to  our  state  of  probation  as 
moral  beings.  We  are  left  in  perfect  freedom  to  turn  this 
way  or  that,  toward  good  or  toward  evil,  according  to  our 
choice  ;  and,  as  though  to  assure  us  of  our  freedom,  and  to 
show  us  that  we  are  not  to  be  shut  up  to  any  one  position  or 
course  in  life,  all  things  are  left  unstable,  changing,  or  liable 
to  change,  each  and  every  moment  of  their  existence.  Night 
and  day  do  not  succeed  each  other  with  more  certainty  than 
do  the  different  aspects  of  human  life,  though  what  these 
may  be,  whether  from  darkness  to  light,  or  from  light  to 
darkness,  none  can  foretell. 

The  succeeding  lights  and  shadows  of  social  life  strikingly 
illustrate  the  mutability  of  human  affairs. 

A  family  is  to-day  happy  in  the  enjoyment  of  prosperity,  in 
the  health  of  its  members,  and  in  mutual  affection.  They 
are  looking  forward  to  many  years  of  happiness  in  their  union 
with  each  other,  for  hope  is  not  easily  extinguished,  even  by 
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the  uncertainties  of  earthly  things.  But  hope  has  no  power 
to  ward  off  evil.  Over  their  bright  prospects  comes  a  cloud. 
Sickness  enters  the  home.  The  darkness  of  night  gathers 
about  the  wife  and  mother.  She  must  close  her  eyes  upon 
those  for  whom  she  lives,  and  for  whose  welfare  her  life 
seems  needful.  It  needs,  then,  strong  faith  to  enable  her  to 
perceive  a  ray  of  light  for  herself,  or  for  those  she  leaves 
behind.  Night  has  suddenly  succeeded  day  to  them,  and 
night  which  gives  but  little  promise  of  morning  here  upon 
earth. 

It  is  not  the  sorrow  itself  to  which  I  refer  as  constituting 
a  marked  feature  of  this  life,  but  the  uncertainty,  the  expos- 
ure to  change  each  moment,  no  more  to  be  avoided  than  the 
succession  of  day  and  night.  And  this  extends  not  only  to 
our  relations  to  each  other,  but  to  the  very  life  of  the  soul. 
The  alternations  of  hope  and  fear,  of  courage  and  despon- 
dency, of  zeal  and  lethargy,  of  high  resolve  and  wavering 
purpose — these  are  some  of  the  changes  through  which  the 
soul  passes  often  with  no  appreciable  reason,  or  none  of 
which  it  can  give  account.  But  to  describe  or  name  them  all 
would  be  like  describing  the  changing  of  the  clouds  when 
they  are  succeeding  each  other  most  rapidly  through  the 
sky,  or  the  motions  of  the  leaves  in  the  forest  swept  by  the 
winds  of  heaven.  Little  can  we  appreciate  the  emotions 
which  must  take  possession  of  any  soul  as  it  passes  from  the 
constantly  shifting  scenes  of  earth,  and  its  ever-varying  current 
of  thought  and  feeling,  to  that  world  where,  as  all  its  glories 
break  upon  the  view,  and  its  power  pervades  the  whole 
being,  one  prominent  thought  will  be — all  this  is  to  be  for- 
ever !  Then  and  there  a  state  of  existence  is  entered  upon  to 
which  there  pertains  nothing  that '  can  properly  be  called 
change.  Progress  indeed  there  will  be,  but  progress  always 
in  the  same  direction ;  no  rise  and  fall  of  the  river  of  life, 
but  its  waters  ever  flowing  with  full  and  steady  current ;  the 
trees  upon  its  banks,  not  now  clothed  in  green,  and  then  again 
bare  and  Leafless,  but  ever  laden  with  their  life-supporting 
fruit,  and  their  leaves  ever  fresh  for  the  healing  of  the 
nations  :  the  temple,  not  now  thronged  with  worshippers,  and 
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now  deserted  and  silent,  but  ever  resounding  with  the  same 
unceasing  songs  of  praise. 

And  so  with  the  course  of  each  individual  life.  Here  we 
live  by  experiments.  We  try  this  plan,  and  failing  in  it,  or 
tiring  of  it,  give  it  up  and  try  another.  One  object  of  pursuit, 
which  absorbs  our  energies  to-day,  will  lose  its  interest  to- 
morrow, and  be  exchanged  for  another.  We  lie  down  at 
night  with  the  mind  full  of  certain  purposes,  and  wake 
in  the  morning  to  see  how  unreasonable  and  worthless  they 
are. 

How  different  when  life  shall  be  one  straight  path,  on 
which  the  same  light  ever  shines,  where  there  is  never  a 
doubt  as  to  the  way  to  be  taken,  or  as  to  that  which  has  been 
followed,  where  there  is  no  possibility  of  a  false  step,  nor 
any  fear  of  one,  when  that  which  once,  seems  desirable  and 
worthy  of  pursuit  always  seems  so,  and  the  more  so  the  nearer 
it  is  approached  and  the  better  it  is  known,  and  so  the  path 
of  life  is  on !  on !  on !  without  change  or  winding,  over  the 
celestial  plains,  with  no  horizon  to  bound  the  prospect,  and 
no  goal  but  the  inapproachable  source  of  life  and  being;  for, 

III.  The  "  no  night "  of  heaven  symbolizes  the  eternity  of 
its  blessedness. 

The  close  of  an  earthly  day  is  the  close  of  many  of  its 
plans.  Such  is  the  nature  of  many  of  these,  that,  if  they 
cannot  be  perfected  in  a  single  day,  they  must  be  given  up. 
Often  could  but  another  hour  be  added  to  the  day,  loss  could 
be  avoided  and  calamity  averted  which  the  resistless  march 
of  time  now  renders  inevitable. 

And  this  is  a  type  of  all  things  earthly.  We  all  know  that 
the  night  cometh,  in  which  no  man  can  work.  This  is  not 
always  the  night  of  death,  for  other  causes  may  put  an  end 
to  opportunity  as  effectually  as  the  close  of  life  itself.  The 
knowledge  of  this  more  or  less  enters  into  our  best  earthly 
pleasures,  and  casts  its  shadow  upon  the  happiness  which 
otherwise  might  be  derived  from  them.  In  the  brightest 
scenes  of  life  we  find  the  thought  arising,  This  cannot  always 
last.  How  soon  the  end  will  be  we  know  not,  and  so  the 
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pleasure  of  possession  is  lessened,  or  destined,  by  the  fear  of 
loss. 

TVe  may  call  tins  weakness,  and  say  it  is  wiser  to  enjoy  the 
present  and  leave  the  future  to  itself ;  but,  wise  or  not,  it  is 
at  least  natural  to  dread  the  evil,  which  experience  shows  to 
be  so  probable,  and  whose  shadow,  it  may  be,  is  already  at 
the  door. 

Our  only  refuge  from  this  despondency  is  in  the  hope  of 
that  future  life,  into  which  no  such  forebodings  can  ever 
enter.  And  if  hope  of  this  can  be  such  a  solace,  what  must 
the  reality  be  ?  To  have  every  want  supplied,  and  every 
longing  gratified,  and  the  soul  filled  to  its  utmost  capacity 
with  joy  and  blessedness,  and  to  know  that  this  joy  can  never 
be  interrupted  nor  diminished  forever,  of  such  a  state  of 
being  it  may  well  be  said,  "  There  shall  be  no  night  there." 

The  new  song  that  rises  from  souls  thus  assured  of  all  the 
future,  will  ever  be  as  new  and  fresh  and  joyous,  as  when  its 
first  strains  are  raised  by  the  hosts  of  the  ransomed  ;  for, 


With  that  song  everlasting  no  fear  shall  be  blended, 
For  there  shall  the  days  of  their  mourning  be  ended; 

And  once  in  the  temple,  beside  the  pure  river, 
The  sainted  no  more  shall  be  absent  forever ! 


Once  more.  The  promise  of  no  night  in  heaven  shall  be 
realized  in  the  entire  absence  of  sin.  It  is  sin,  and  that  alone, 
that  brings  darkness  upon  the  moral  prospect  of  earth,  and 
turns  what  otherwise  would  be  to  many  a -one  a  day  of  peace 
and  light  into  the  gloom  of  night.  And  this  must  be  wherever 
sin  is.  It  is  always  attended  by  doubts,  and  fears,  and  agita- 
tion and  shame,  and  remorse  in  the  case  of  the  unforgiven 
sinner,  and  the  Christian  finds  the  greatest  darkness  of  his 
earthly  life,  not  in  the  trials  or  disappointments  incident  to 
it,  but  in  the  struggles  with  sin,  whose  power  over  his  heart 
is  Itui  partially  broken. 

Si ii lul  doubts  of  our  Heavenly  Father's  infinite  love,  and 
sinful  murmurings  at  his  will,  make  the  burdens  of  life  heavy 
to  bear.      Sinful  wanderings  from   him  furnish  food  for  bitter 
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regrets ;  and  it  is  sin,  and  that  alone,  which  is  the  sting  of 
death.  This  is  the  last  enemy  to  be  overcome,  and  this  will 
have  been  overcome  when  the  redeemed  enter  upon  their 
glorified  state. 

There  is  no  battling  there  with  temptation,  no  struggling 
against  remaining  corruption,  no  contending  with  fears  and 
doubts  and  unbelief,  no  wavering  between  victory  and  defeat, 
as  there  must  be  wherever  sin  is  present.  How  clear  and 
serene  and  constant  must  be  the  light  when  sin  casts  not  its 
faintest  shadow  upon  the  heart,  and  raises  no  clouds  between 
the  soul  and  Him  who  is  the  light  of  the  upper  world :  for 
we  are  never  to  forget  that  it  is  the  presence  of  the  Redeemer 
that  banishes  night  from  that  world.  The  full  revelation  of 
his  presence  is  a  bar  to  sin  and  temptation,  and  his  eternal 
love  the  guaranty  of  eternal  joy;  and  so  in  the  heaven  of 
our  hopes  there  is  no  night,  simply  because  the  Lamb  is  the 
light  of  it. 

These  thoughts  are  full  of  sweet  consolation  to  those  who 
stand,  as  we  do  now,  by  the  remains  of  one  who,  as  we  have 
every  reason  to  believe,  has  left  the  shadows  of  earth,  pre- 
pared to  enter  upon  the  realms  of  cloudless  day. 

There  is  no  need,  in  this  presence,  of  any  eulogy  of  the 
departed  ;  nor  if  there  were,  should  I,  with  my  limited  ac- 
quaintance with  her,  be  the  one  to  offer  it.  In  that  acquaint- 
ance I  have  received  the  impression  that  Mrs.  Bull  was  a 
woman  of  strong  and  well-balanced  character,  of  clear  per- 
ceptions, and  sound  judgment,  and  one  withal  thoroughly 
devoted  to  her  Master's  service.  I  have  the  testimony  of 
some  among  this  people  that  she  enjoyed  the  confidence  and 
good-will  of  all  who  knew  her. 

We  are  sure  that  this  funeral  service  is  no  empty  form  of 
decorous  sorrow,  but  the  expression  of  the  heartfelt  grief  of 
sincere  mourners  at  the  loss  of  one  esteemed  and  loved. 

He  who  knew  her  best  gives  the  following  sketch  of  her 
life  and  tribute  to  her  worth : — 

"  Orpha  Clark  Braesterd  was  the  third  child  of  Deacon 
George  S.  and  Orpha  (Clark)  Brainerd,  of  Haddam,  Ct. 
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"  She  was  born  October  1,  1824,  was  baptized  in  infancy  by 
Dr.  John  Marsh,  the  pastor  of  the  Congregational  church  in 
Hacldam,  was  hopefully  converted  to  God  in  the  winter  of 
1841,  and  united  with  the  church  the  following  summer. 

"  She  received  the  later  portion  of  her  education  at  Brainerd 
Academy,  under  the  preceptorship  of  Mr.  J.  S.  Dudley,  and 
was  married  to  Mr.  Richard  B.  Bull,  September  25,  1843. 

"  When  her  husband  entered  the  ministry,  she  entered  it 
with  him,  and  during  the  twenty  years  since,  she  has  been 
his  faithful  and  hearty  co-laborer. 

"  Though  naturally  adverse  to  all  display  and  prominence, 
she  was  not  prevented  thereby  from  occupying  what  she 
regarded  as  her  place,  and  was  always  found  ready  to  do  her 
part  in  the  social  and  benevolent  work  of  the  church. 

"  Her  chosen  and  most  effective  work  was  in  connection 
with  the  Sunday-school.  Having  her  home  for  most  of  her 
active  life  in  the  large  towns  of  the  west,  she  was  able  to  draw 
into  her  classes  many  with  whom  she  became  acquainted  from 
outside  the  congregations  of  her  husband,  a  large  proportion 
of  whom  were  converted,  and  ultimately  added  to  the  church 
of  her  choice.  The  number  of  this  class  may  be  reckoned  by 
scores. 

"  In  all  the  places  where  she  had  her  home  and  work,  she 
was  a  universal  favorite.  It  is  not  known  that  she  ever  had 
any  matter  of  difficulty  with  neighbor  or  associate.  She  was 
thus  well  calculated  to  help  build  up  the  churches  and  con- 
gregations with  which  she  had  connection. 

"  But  perhaps  Mrs.  Bull's  best  qualities  were  manifested 
in  the  home  and  the  family,  where,  as  a  wife  and  mother  and 
keeper  of  the  house,  she  needed  not  to  be  surpassed.  And 
that  same  interest  she  felt  in  her  own  family  she  extended  to 
the  poor  and  humble  families  within  her  influence,  many  of 
whom  received  from  her  not  only  counsel  and  sympathy,  but 
food  and  raiment.  Many  of  these  remember  her  with  much 
affection,  and  Avill  rise  up  to  call  her  blessed. 

"  Mrs.  Bull  came  to  West  Brookfielcl  the  first  of  January, 
"1871,  with  disease  probably  upon  her,  wearied  with  the  bur- 
dens of  toil  ;  and  she  said,  that  as  there  were  enough  here  to 
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do  the  work  of  the  church  and  the  parish,  she  would  leave  it 
to  others.  Those  who  have  only  known  her  here,  know  but 
little  of  her  ability  and  worth. 

"  She  was  not  aware  of  any  local  infirmity  till  a  few  weeks 
ago,  and  when  told  that  her  trouble  would  end  only  with  her 
life,  she  manifested  no  symptom  of  fear  or  insubmission  ;  on 
the  contrary,  she  made  answer  that  she  confided  all  her 
interests  to  her  Saviour  years  ago,  and  that  she  could  trust 
him  to  keep  them  safely. 

"  If  her  sickness  could  not  be  considered  one  of  suffering, 
it  was  one  of  weariness  and  exhaustion  ;  but  her  patience  and 
resignation  were  as  her  day,  and  she  felt  that  the  Lord  dealt 
mercifully  with  her.  Though  sad  to  see  her  wasting  day  by 
day,  till  her  strength  and  beauty  all  were  fled,  it  is  pleasant 
to  think  how  the  grace  of  Christ  has  sustained  her,  and  that 
mansions  are  waiting  her  in  the  heavenly  home ;  that  to  her 
las  been  fulfilled  the  blessed  promise — '  Thou  wilt  keep  him 
•n  perfect  peace  whose  mind  is  stayed  on  thee,  because  he 
crusted  in  thee.' 

"  Let  me  die  the  death  of  the  righteous,  and  let  my  last 
end  be  like  hers." 

I  will  not  attempt  to  enter  into  the  sorrows  of  you,  my 
brother,  to  whom  God  has  come  Jiearest  in  this  bereavement. 
You  are  walking  a  path,  the  roughness  of  which  you  could 
never  have  known  but  by  experience.  That  experience, 
though  bitter,  may  enable  you  the  better  to  understand  the 
meaning  of  the  apostle  when  he  said:  "  Blessed  be  God,  even 
the  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Father  of  mercies 
and  the  God  of  all  comfort,  who  comforteth  us  in  all  our 
tribulation,  that  He  may  be  able  to  comfort  them  which  are 
in  any  trouble  by  the  comfort  wherewith  we  ourselves  are 
comforted  of  God." 

To  the  son,  who  will  no  more  on  earth  know  a  mother's 
love,  I  am  constrained  to  say,  that  the  only  way  in  which  you 
can  enjoy  the  benefits  of  that  love  will  be  by  following  her 
instructions  and  copying  her  example.  Thus  only,  too,  can 
you  give  that  honor  to  her  memory  which  I  am  sure  your  love 
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will  prompt,  and  thus  only  can  you  obtain  any  consolation 
for  that  irreparable  loss  which  you  have  sustained. 

To  this  bereaved  people  she,  being  dead,  yet  speaketh  ;  nor 
will  your  recollections  of  this  day  be  all  sad  if,  in  the  example 
of  the  departed  and  the  hopes  which  she  cherished,  you  gain 
clearer  glimpses  of  that  city  where  there  is  no  night,  and 
which  has  no  need  of  the  sun,  neither  of  the  moon,  to  shine 
in  it,  for  the  glory  of  God  will  lighten  it,  and  the  Lamb  is 
the  light  thereof. 


SERMON 

BY 

REV.  EICHAED  B.  BULL,  M.  A.,  OF  WEST  BROOKFIELD, 
On  Sunday,  Makch  15,  1874. 


SERMON. 


THE  NEW  JEKUSALEM  A   SYMBOL   OF   HEAVEN. 


Revelation  xxi.  9 — 27;  xxii.  1 — 5. 

Wonderful  visions  did  God  vouchsafe  to  his  servant  John, 
who  had  been  banished  to  the  Isle  of  Patmos,  for  the  testi- 
mony of  Jesus  Christ.  They  covered  immense  periods  of 
time — were  minute  as  well  as  general ;  regarded  individuals 
and  nations,  Christians  and  churches,  the  present  and  the 
future. 

And  they  are  given  to  us  in  language  figurative,  glowing, 
attractive,  exciting  ;  as  we  would  expect  a  man  to  use,  who 
had  seen  the  ways  of  the  Almighty,  and  felt  the  force  of  reve- 
lations which  brought  the  church  up  from  the  valley  of 
humiliation  and  the  furnace  of  affliction,  to  enjoy  the  favor 
and  protection  of  her  covenant  Saviour. 

Many  of  the  scenes  presented  to  the  Apostle's  view  are 
difficult  of  explanation ;  their  import  was,  doubtless,  a  mys- 
tery to  him.  Others  were  the  elements  of  comforting  truth 
to  his  mind,  and  made  him  ready  to  depart ;  for  when  He  who 
testified  of  these  things  said,  Surely,  I  come  quickly,  amen,- 
the  martyr  witness  added,  Even  so,  come,  Lord  Jesus. 

Of  all  the  events  unfolded  to  the  revelator,  doubtless  those 
of  first  importance  were  most  simple  and  impressive.  They 
are  most  easy  of  explanation.  Such  were  the  binding  of 
Satan  that  he  might  not  deceive  the  nations  during  the. 
millennial  age,  the  general  judgment  which  followed,  and  the 
spiritual  kingdom  of  the  future — a  kingdom  of  righteousness, 
and  peace,  and  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghost.     A  glorious  kingdom, 
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the  last  in  order  of  time,  as  it  was  first  in  its  contribution  of 
comfort  to  the  weary,  stricken  disciple  following  in  the  foot- 
steps of  the  persecuted,  suffering  Jesus. 

It  matters  not  if  the  New  Jerusalem  which  John  saw  coming 
down  from  God  out  of  Heaven,  was  made  up  of  material 
elements,  and  was  of  a  character  too  glorious  and  too  grand 
to  have  its  counterpart  in  human  governments.  If  his  under- 
standing of  it  was  limited,  and  it  seemed  to  point  to  the 
restoration  of  the  kingdom  to  Israel — the  good  time  coming, 
which  the  Jew  had  always  waited  for,  and  longed  for — it  gave 
promise  of  something  more  divine  than  the  Theocracy  had 
secured,  or  the  kingly  government  under  David  and  Solomon 
had  furnished. 

If  it  was  a  view  of  the  Church  in  her  triumph,  the  ecclesi- 
astical phase  of  the  world,  during  the  thousand  years  or  long 
period  in  which  Christian  truth  was  to  rule  men's  minds,  and 
Christian  men  execute  the  laws,  it  must  have  been  a  comfort 
to  the  exile,  and  the  foundation  of  hope  to  fellow  saints  dur- 
ing the  long  ages  of  persecution,  through  which  the  Church 
would  wade  in  blood,  to  know  that  the  power  of  the  enemy 
would  not  last  forever,  or  the  night  fail  of  a  morning. 

But  if  to  him  the  New  Jerusalem  was  a  symbol  of  heaven, 
and  each  element  in  the  material  city  had  some  thing  answer- 
ing to  it  in  the  spiritual,  methinks  he  must  have  understood 
that  the  Christian's  future  home  would  be  glorious,  and  its 
bliss,  endlessly  enjoyed,  be  an  abundant  compensation  for  a 
lifetime  of  toil  and  suffering. 

I  question  very  much  whether  John  understood  more 
respecting  the  future  home  of  the  saints  than  what  belonged 
to  a  literal  rendering  of  the  vision.  The  New  Jerusalem  was 
to  him  a  perfect  earthly  Paradise,  with  perhaps  the  presence 
and  communion  of  the  saints,  in  addition.  But  it  went  beyond 
anything  of  which  he  had  ever  conceived,  in  its  adaptation  to 
satisfy  human  wants.  Nothing  which  man  would  desire  in  a 
home  was  wanting  in  the  New  Jerusalem  city  ;  nothing  which 
he  would  exclude  enters  into  the  description. 

The  spiril  of  prophecy  supposes  John  to  be  a  man  of  refined 
taste  and  pure  sympathy,  and  it  makes  to  him  a  revelation, 
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recognized  him  as  being  a  Jew  and  a  Christian,  familiar  with 
Jewish  history,  and  a  partaker  of  Christian  experience  ;  and 
it  reflected  the  conception  of  a  perfect  Theocratical  state,  and 
made  it  the  possession  and  portion  of  the  church  under 
Christ.  Thus  understood,  it  fulfilled  its  mission  of  comfort  in 
behalf  of  the  suffering  exile,  and  since  his  day  has  strength- 
ened the  heart  of  many  a  Christian  disciple  to  be  baptised  into 
the  place  of  the  dead,  and  follow  the  Saviour  to  the  Judgment 
Hall  and  the  Cross. 

The  Old  Jerusalem  in  a  state  of  siege,  and  the  New  Jeru- 
salem in  a  state  of  triumph,  formed  the  contrast.  The  mind' 
of  John  was  carried  back  to  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem 
proper,  under  Titus ;  and  then  the  New  Jerusalem  made  to 
appear,  that  he  might  the  better  judge  of  the  perfection  of  the 
latter  by  the  respects  in  which  the  former  was  found  to  be 
deficient. 

Did  John  remember  that  the  walls  of  the  ancient  city  were 
of  perishable  material,  that  they  had  been  thrown  down  by 
the  army  of  the  invaders  when  Jerusalem  was  conquered  by 
the  heathen?  The  New  Jerusalem  had  a  wall  great  and 
high,  against  which  the  enginery  of  war  could  not  operate 
efficiently,  and  being  built  of  jasper,  the  most  durable  of  rock, 
and  laid  upon  a  foundation  of  gems  and  precious  stones,  it 
could  not  suffer  from  lapse  of  time.  A  city  with  buildings 
and  streets  of  purest  gold  put  to  shame  the  boasted  city  of 
Solomon  and  Herod,  which  the  Jew  in  his  idolatry  thought 
rich  enough  in  wealth  of  metal  to  answer  the  purposes  of  a 
world. 

Did  he  think  of  the  trial  of  war  through  which  his  nation 
and  church  had  passed  ?  There  was  to  be  war  no  more.  The 
gates  of  the  city  were  to  stand  open  continually.  In  its  pre- 
paration for  defence  the  New  Jerusalem  was  to  remain  un- 
molested. 

If,  in  the  time  of  the  siege,  Jerusalem  of  Old  had  suffered 
for  water,  the  New  had  its  river,  where  the  multitude  might 
drink  to  satisfaction. 

Had  there  been  famine,  more  pressing  than  ever  known  in 
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children  in  the  straitness  of  the  siege  ;  had  pestilence  and 
plague  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  battle  and  the  famine, 
there  was  to  be  hunger  no  more,  and  no  more  sickness.  The 
tree  of  life,  with  its  twelve  manner  of  fruits,  and  bearing  its 
fruits  every  month,  was  for  their  food,  and  the  leaves  of  the 
tree  were  an  antidote  for  all  the  ills  to  which  flesh  is  heir. 

Had  there  been  traitors  in  the  city,  ready  to  give  it  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy,  and  through  whose  influence  the  home 
force  was  weakened,  there  was  to  be  in  the  New  Jerusalem  no 
cursed  one  plotting  treason,  but  each  bore  the  new  name — the 
name  of  the  Lamb — as  pledge  of  his  loyalty. 

And  last,  though  not  least,  had  the  trial  of  the  Temple  ser- 
vice for  fifteen  hundred  years  showed  it  a  burden  greater  than 
man  could  bear,  the  New  Jerusalem  had  no  Temple,  and,  con- 
sequently, no  burdensome  ritual.  In  every  place,  he  who  feared 
God  and  wrought  righteousness  was  to  be  accepted. of  him. 

This  hasty  and  partial  interpretation  of  some  of  the  leading 
elements  of  the  New  Jerusalem  vision  show  how  it  might 
have  been  a  vision  of  comfort  to  the  martyr  exile,  even  though 
it  shadowed  nothing  but  things  terrestrial. 

How  much  it  teaches  respecting  the  Christian's  Heaven, 
we  are  now  to  ascertain. 

In  explaining  the  vision,  as  descriptive  of  heaven,  I  shall 
speak  of  the  place  and  its  attributes. 

I.   Heaven  as  a  Place. 

John  saw  the  new  Jerusalem  coming  clown  from  God  out  of 
heaven.  But  it  was  not  a  city  of  indefinite  proportions.  The 
angel  with  the  golden  rod  was  present  to  take  its  dimensions 
and  give  it  exact  measurement.  Its  four  sides  were  of  equal 
length,  and  its  height  the  same  as  its  breadth ;  or,  as  I  under- 
stand it,  the  city  was  built  against  the  wall  which  enclosed 
it,  and  corresponded  with  it  in  length,  breadth,  and  height. 
If  so,  it  was  1750  miles  on  each  side,  and  216  feet  high — a 
spacious  city,  but  with  boundaries  well  defined. 

Christ  had  taught  his  disciples  that,  if  he  should  leave 
1 1n  in,    it   would   be   for   the    purpose  of  preparing   a   place 
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for  them,  where  he  could  receive  them  to  himself  and  ever 
have  their  presence  with  him.  And  the  measurement  of  the 
■  New  Jerusalem  in  the  presence  of  John,  was  doubtless  to  set 
forth  the  fact,  that  the  Christian  in  the  future  state  would 
not  be  a  wanderer,  but  dwell  in  limits  fixed  by  metes  and 
bounds ;  not  the  mere  creature  of  a  state,  but  the  inhabitant 
of  a  place,  fitted  and  prepared  for  his  accommodation  and 
comfort. 

Something  of  the  character  of  a  home  was  required  by 
the  conditions  of  the  vision  which  had  gone  before.  John 
had  been  witness  to  the  resurrection  and  the  judgment.  He 
had  seen  the  earthly  probationer  come  up  before  the  great 
white  throne,  as  a  man,  to  answer  for  the  deeds  done  here  in 
the  body.  He  had  seen  the  righteous  judged  as  men  and 
acquitted  :  they  must  have  some  future  dwelling-place  as  well 
as  the  wicked  who  had  been  cast  into  the  lake  of  fire.  Such 
was  the  New  Jerusalem.  And  if,  to  him,  a  splendid  city, 
enclosed  by  a  massive  wall,  it  is,  to  us  at  least,  a  place,  though 
now  unknown  and  undefined,  save  as  the  personal  Jesus  has 
declared,  "  Where  I  am,  there  ye  shall  be  also."  That  it  is 
not  this  earth  I  cannot  affirm  any  more  than  that  it  is.  John 
saw  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth,  for  the  first  heaven  and 
the  first  earth  had  passed  away.  And  it  was  from  this  new 
heaven — to  this  new  earth — that  John  saw  the  New  Jerusalem 
descending. 

Second — The  attributes  of  the  place. 

Its  Beauty. — In  this  respect  the  New  Jerusalem  was  a 
model.  It  was  of  material  most  durable  and  attractive,  and 
arranged  with  consummate  taste.  The  city  was  of  Gold,  the 
wall  of  Jasper,  the  foundation  of  Gems.  The  combination  of 
colors,  in  the  brilliant  light  that  fell  upon  them,  was  most 
grateful  to  the  eye.  The  Gates  of  Pearl  and  the  Angel. 
Guards,  bearing  each  the  name  of  a  tribe  of  Israel,  completed 
the  external  adorning.  The  river  of  water  of  life,  and  the 
trees,  for  food  and  medicine,  in  full  fruitage,  were  in  perfect 
keeping  with  the  golden  streets,  and  golden  dwellings  of  that 
golden  city.  No  artist  could  have  drawn  a  picture  of  such 
touching  beauty.     It  had  surpassing  attractions  for  a  cultivated 
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mind.  Certainly  it  can  teach  us  nothing  less  than  this,  in 
respect  to  heaven,  that  its  externals  will  be  in  correspon- 
dence with  the  taste  which  Christianity  has  begotten  and 
encouraged. 

Art  is  born  of  religion.  The  Bible  is  the  great  moral  and 
social  elevator.  It  is  the  Bible  that  has  made  Americans  out  of 
the  ancient  Britons,  and  may  yet  shame  us — in  the  Negro,  and 
the  Indian,  and  the  Chinaman.  And  the  place  where  Christ, 
the  author  of  all  beauty  dwells,  and  Christians,  in  whom  His 
grace  has  begotten  a  love  of  natural  and  artificial  beauty, 
will  not  be  coarse  and  unattractive.  Having  given  the  taste, 
he  will  arrange  for  its  gratification,  and  thus  minister  to  his 
people's  enjoyment. 

Its  Safety. — The  New  Jerusalem  was  securely  walled.  And 
the  walls  were  not  only  of  massive  strength,  but  of  the  most 
substantial  and  durable  material.  The  form  of  the  city,  four 
square,  was  in  Greek  symbols,  indicative  of  strength.  More 
than  this,  the  gates  ivere  few,  only  three  in  the  space  of 
seventeen  hundred  miles.  And  those  gates  guarded,  each  by 
an  angel,  that  there  might  be  no  surprise.  The  walls  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  were  symbols  of  that  divine  protection  which, 
in  the  heavenly  city,  will  be  realized  to  the  fullest  satisfaction 
of  the  people  of  God.  All  that  infinite  wisdom  and  al- 
mighty power  can  do,  are  pledged  in  the  Christian's  behalf. 
From  within  the  city  no  manner  of  evil  can  arise  ;  for  from 
its  founding  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into  it  any  thing 
that  defileth ;  neither  whatsoever  worketh  abomination  or 
maketh  a  lie.  Against  all  outside  influence,  God  himself, 
and  his  ministering  angels  are  a  promised  defense. 

The  vision  was  meant  to  strengthen  and  gladden  trembling 
saints.  Here  they  meet  with  foes  within.  Their  own  hearts' 
lusts  assail  them  till  they  cry,  O  wretched  man  that  I  am,  who 
shall  deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death?  Here,  persecu- 
tions come  upon  them,  and  they  tread  the  furnace  heated 
sevenfold.  How  long,  O  Lord,  how  long  !  But  this  scene  of 
trial  past,  there  follows  the  bliss  of  the  heavenly  state.  The 
soul  is  assured  in  its  virtue,  and  the  wicked  cease  from  troub- 
ling.    If  to   the  Jewish  exile   there   was  safety  in  walls  and 
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angel  guards,  the  Christian  can  ask  for  nothing  more  than 
almighty  protection. 

Its  Liberl//.: — The  Ne^  Jci-u/alem  gates  were  not  to  be  shut 
by  clay,  and  as  there  was  to  be  no  night  there,  they  were  to 
stand  open  continually.  Thr  re  was  no  temple  in  it,  for  the 
Lord  God  Almighty  and  the    >amb  are  the  temple  of  it. 

There  was  comparatively  little  liberty  in  the  Jewish  nation 
or  the  Jewish  church,  and  but  little  remembrance  of  liberty 
in  either,  in  the  mind  of  him  who  thought  of  Jerusalem  in  a 
state  of  siege,  under  chastisement  for  her  sins,  and  of  his  own 
bondage  to  rites  and  ceremonies,  while,  under  law,  as  com- 
pared with  his  (own)  better  state,  since  Christ  had  made  him 
free. 

The  open  gates  were  indicative  of  liberty.  The  spiritual 
Israel  could  go  out  and  come  in  without  any  manner  of 
hindrance.  The  restraints  of  military  authority  and  tribal 
government  being  removed,  the  people  were  in  the  fullest 
sense  their  own  masters.  The  temple  service  too,  which  had 
cost  so  much,  in  time,  and  money,  and  weariness,  was  abol- 
ished. There  was  no  longer  a  demand  for  three  annual  visits 
to  the  sacred  city  for  costly  offerings,  for  priestly  service,  for 
individual  sacrifices ;  these  were  finished  in  the  Antetype, 
who  put  away  sin  by  the  sacrifice  of  himself.  There  was  no 
demand  for  anything  but  heart  service,  and  that  could  not  be 
symbolized  otherwise  than  by  leaving  out  the  temple  and  the 
altar.  And  the  symbolical  heaven  will  have  its  counterpart 
With  the  great  law  of  love  ruling  in  the  heart,  men  may  be 
left  to  the  mastery  of  themselves.  They  will  keep  their  place 
without  the  added  restraints  of  walls  and  gates.  And  when 
the  heart  is  right,  incense  and  a  pure  offering  will  go  up  to 
God,  independently  of  temple  and  altar.  God,  the  author  of 
salvation,  will  be  praised,  and  Jesus  the  sacrificial  lamb.  The 
recognition  of  our  personal  indebtedness  to  them,  will  be 
more  acceptable  than  whole  burnt  sacrifices  and  rivers  of  oil. 
The  Christian  need  have  no  fear  that  the  services  of  the 
heavenly  state  will  be  oppressive.  Liberty  to  do  all  that  is 
right  will  be  granted,  and  more  than  this  he  will  never  desire. 
The  vision  does  not  even  hint  at  a  routine  of  service  of  which 
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the  Christian  might  at  length  get  weary.     The  symbol  is  of 
Liberty. 

Its  Supplies. — In  the  City  of  the  New  Jerusalem,  John  saw 
abundant  supplies  for  the  countless  multitude  that  peopled  it. 
They  were  to  hunger  no  more  and  thirst  no  more.  The  pro- 
vision for  the  wants  of  the  people  were  as  simple  as  those  of 
the  earliest  time.  Fruit  and  water  met  their  every  need. 
The  ] eaves  of  the  tree  were  for  the  healing  of  the  nations. 
And  there  was  food,  not  only  in  abundance,  but  in  variety — 
twelve  manner  of  fruits. 

We  know  but  little  of  the  nature  of  the  body  given  the 
Christian  for  spiritual  uses.  We  know  as  little  therefore  of 
.  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  nourished  and  maintained. 
But  this  much  certainly  is  the  import  of  the  symbol.  What 
the  Christian  needs  in  the  heaventy  state,  God  will  most 
graciously  provide.  The  river  of  the  water  of  life  flowed 
from  under  the  throne.  The  trees  of  life  were  refreshed 
thereby  and  their  fruit  matured. 

You  will  notice  that  nothing  which  the  inhabitants  of  the 
New  Jerusalem  needed  was  furnished  through  any  human 
agency.  It  was  all  the  gift  of  God,  as  free  to  them  who  used 
it  as  is  his  air  to  us.  It  brings  back  the  memory  of  the  first 
Paradise,  in  which  human  labor  was  expendedjmly  for  human 
enjoyment.  It  removes  the  curse  of  toil,  by  which  for  six 
thousand  years  man  has  earned  his  bread,  and  welcomes  the 
Christian  to  a  life  of  rest,  free  from  the  fear  of  want  and  the 
weariness  of  incessant  labor. 

Its  Inhabitants. — The  nations  of  them  that  are  saved  shall 
walk  in  the  light  of  it.  And  there  shall  in  no  wise  enter  into 
it  any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatsoever  worketh  abomi- 
nation or  maketh  a  lie,  but  they  which  are  written  in  the 
Lamb's  Book  of  Life.  This  will  be  one  of  the  chief  attractions 
and  glories  of  heaven.  Little  do  the  externals  of  a  place,  and 
especially  its  mere  adornings  contribute  to  human  enjoyment. 
Jt  would  not  constitute  a  place,  heaven,  to  the  Christian, 
that  its  st reds  were  of  gold  and  its  walls  of  precious  stones. 
Society  is  worth  more  than  material  substance,  as  an  element 
of  human   happiness.     And  the  New  Jerusalem  wras  peopled 
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by  a  class  well  adapted  to  social  intercourse.  The  nation  of 
the  saved,  who  had  shared  in  a  common  experience  and  had 
therefore  a  common  history  and  a  common  sympathy.  More- 
over they  were  the  nation  of  the  pure  in  heart. 

Those  admitted  to  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  will  be  the 
redeemed  from  among  men.  They  will  come  up  from  every 
nation,  and  tribe,  and  kindred,  and  people,  and  tongue. 
They  will  represent  every  age,  as  well  as  every  nationality. 
Some  who  shared  in  great  tribulation ;  some  who  endured  a 
great  fight  of  affliction ;  some  who  knew  but  little  of  earth. 
In  one  respect  they  are  alike.  They  all  washed  their  robes 
and  made  them  white  in  the  blood  of  the  Lamb.  They  can 
all  ascribe  dominion,  and  glory,  and  honor  unto  him  that 
sitteth  upon  the  throne.  Patriarchs  will  be  there,  for  Abra- 
ham saw  the  Saviour's  day  and  was  glad.  Prophets,  too, 
who  foretold  the  sufferings  of  Christ  and  the  glory  that 
should  follow.  Apostles,  who  were  witness  to  His  death,  and 
saw  Him  after  he  was  risen  ;  and  Christians,  who,  though 
they  saw  Him  not,  embraced  Him,  and  confessed  that  they 
were  strangers  on  the  earth,  seeking  for  a  country,  even  a 
heavenly. 

How  pleasant  thus  to  meet  after  a  long  separation,  un- 
known to  each  other,  and  yet  well  known,  to  behold  the  face 
of  Christ  their  common  Lord,  and  cast  their  crowns  at  His 
feet,  and  talk  over  age  after  age,  the  wonderful  ways  of  God 
with  each  ;  their  manifold  temptations  and  trials,  and  provi- 
dential escapes,  through  the  minute  and  personal  care  of 
Him,  who  led  them  by  fire  and  cloud  from  the  desert  of  sin 
to  the  rest  and  home  of  heaven. 

lis  Service. — It  may  at  first  surprise  us  that  in  the  New 
Jerusalem  there  should  have  been  no  Temple,  and  no  celebra- 
tion of  Divine  worship.  John  explains  it,  that  the  Lord  God 
Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the  Temple  of  it.  The  explana- 
tion is  worth  more  to  us  than  the  symbol  would  have  been. 
The  veneration  of  the  Jews  for  the  ancient  temple  amounted 
to  little  less  than  idolatry.  But  to  have  found  a  temple 
in  the  vision  would  have  been  out  of  place,  for  the  New 
Jerusalem    belonged    not    to     the    Jewish   era,   but   to   the 
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Christian.  Nor  would  a  modern  emblem  have  served  a  better 
purpose.  A  Christian  church  edifice  could  have  symbolized 
little  else  than  a  sect,  such  is  the  tendencj7  of  the  human  heart 
to  idolatry  in  forms  and  rites. 

The  time  had  not  come  for  God  to  express  the  forms  of 
the  heart's  adoration ;  to  decide  for  the  future  of  the  church 
on  earth,  its  manner  of  sacred  service.  John  saw  neither 
cathedral  nor  chapel,  neither  bishop  nor  clergy.  He  was 
witness  to  no  expression  of  the  Christian's  reverence  and  love 
for  his  Saviour. 

But  it  does  not  follow  that  the  Christian  citizen  had  no 
love,  and  that  in  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  he  will  have  no 
worship.  The  Lord  God  Almighty  and  the  Lamb  are  the 
Temple,  and  from  the  heart  will  yet  go  up  in  their  presence, 
such  service  as  the  circumstances  of  the  place  may  dictate, 
and  Christ  may  signify  his  willingness  to  receive. 

The  absence  of  the  Jewish  temple  was  significant  of  the 
better  state  of  things  which  the  New  Jerusalem  would  intro- 
duce. The  burdensome  system  of  Solomon  and  later  kings 
was  forever  at  an  end.  The  rigid  adherence  to  time  and  form 
of  service  ;  to  manner  in  prayer  ;  to  posture  in  song  ;  to  celebra- 
tion of  ordinances  ;  now  well  enough  as  discipline,  had  there 
no  place.  John  saw  nothing  of  those  artificials  of  religion 
which  now  keep  men  so  far  apart  that  they  are  a  bar  to  all 
Christian  intercourse  and  communion.  What  he  saw,  and 
what  Christians  will  enjoy,  was  free,  intimate,  personal  inter- 
course with  Christ.  They  shall  see  his  face  and  his  name 
shall  be  in  their  foreheads. 

lis  Permanence. — And  they  shall  reign  forever  and  ever. 

To  one  who  had  seen  as  much  and  known  as  much  of  the 
mutability  of  earthly  things  as  John  ;  who  had  beheld  the 
Jewish  nation  go  out  in  blood,  and  the  Christian  church 
founded  in  the  death  of  its  Saviour,  and  maintained  by  the 
martyrdom  of  its  friends,  the  vision  of  its  establishment  and 
permanence  must  have  been  most  refreshing. 

The  thought  that  all  the  manifest  glory  of  the  New  Jeru- 
salem must  also  pass  away,  and  its  blessedness  give  place  to 
trial  and  sorrow,  the  common  lot  of  mortals  heretofore  would 
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And  here  is  the  foundation  of  the  Christian's  hope. 

Beginning  with  his  adoption,  when  he  asks  who  shall 
separate  us  from  the  love  of  Christ?  It  goes  on  gaining 
strength  by  experience  of  divine  faithfulness,  till  he  can  tes- 
tify, "  I  am  persuaded  that  neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels, 
nor  principalities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things 
to  come,  nor  height,  nor  depth,  nor  any  other  creature  shall 
be  able  to  separate  us  from  the  love  of  God  in  Christ  Jesus." 
But  he  waits  for  some  vision  of  the  future  to  verify  his  per- 
suasion. It  comes  in  the  promise  explaining  the  symbol  of 
the  Heavenly  City.  The  bliss  of  that  perfect  state  shall  be 
eternal.  It  lasts  not  for  one  thousand  years,  or  for  an  indefi- 
nite period — but  for  ever  and  ever — an  unending  period. 
Once  past  the  judgment,  once  entered  into  rest,  all  is  certain 
for  eternity.  No  more  pain,  no  more  sorrow,  no  more  fear ; 
no  more  hunger,  or  thirst,  or  chill,  or  heat ;  no  more  thought 
of  sin ;  no  more  imperfection  of  life.  Blessed  state  indeed  ! 
the  crowning  attribute  of  a  blessed  place. 

Look  now,  Christian,  upon  your  New  Jerusalem  !  See  it 
as  it  is — a  place,  arranged  with  special  reference  to  your  resi- 
dence and  comfort ;  the  work  of  the  same  Architect  who  made 
this  world  so  beautiful  and  so  fair,  but  amid  all  whose  works 
the  heavenly  city  stands  as  a  masterpiece.  See  it  in  its  sub- 
stance and  in  its  adornings.  Look  while  the  mellow  light 
from  the  glory  of  God  and  the  Lamb  falls  upon  it,  and  the 
gems  reveal  their  beauty,  and  die  burnished  gold  seems  clear 
as  glass.  Follow  the  windings  of  its  gentle  river,  pure  as  the 
sweetest  water  of  life — warmed  by  no  torrid  sun,  disturbed 
by  no  poisonous  breath  of  air.  Rest  beneath  the  shade  of  its 
spreading  trees,  and  refresh  yourself  with  the  luscious  fruits 
which  hang  upon  its  boughs.  Mingle  in  the  society  of  the 
blest,  who  share  the  fellowship  of  Jesus.  Join  in  their  natural 
and  voluntary  worship,  and  tell  me  if  eye  hath  seen,  or  ear 
heard,  or  it  hath  entered  the  heart  of  man,  the  things  which 
God  hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him. 

Is  anything  lacking  to  perfection  in  its  attributes  of  Beauty, 
Safety,  Liberty,   Supply,   Society,  Service,  Permanence  ?     Must 


not  the  thought  of  it  as  a  home  inspire  hope,  as  the  experi- 
ence of  it  will  impart  joy?  Would  not  compliance  with 
almost  "any  condition  be  a  cheap  price  for  its  possession? 
Could  too  much  be  suffered  or  done  to  become  a  partaker  of 
its  blessedness  ? 

Is  it  any  wonder,  then,  that,  with  its  glories  full  in  view, 
prophets,  apostles,  and  martyrs  should  have  pressed  up  to 
the  gate  through  which  entrance  is  had  to  the  celestial  city  ? 
Or  strange  is  it  that  Stephen  should  have  prayed,  "  Lord 
Jesus,  receive  my  spirit  "  ;  or  Paul  have  testified,  "  I  am  now 
ready  to  be  offered ;  "  or  the  Christian  of  the  present,  wait 
with  patience  and  resignation  the  coming  of  the  messenger  of 
death  ?  Should  it  not  encourage  to  personal  faithfulness  that 
we  may  be  ready  for  our  summons  to  depart  ?  Should  it  not 
make  us  earnest  workers  in  others'  behalf,  that  we  may  take 
them  with  us  to  be  the  seals  of  our  ministry  and  stars  in  our 
Saviour's  crown  ? 

If  respect  to  the  recompense  of  reward  had  its  influence 
upon  Moses,  imperfectly  as  he  apprehended  the  future  glory 
of  the  saints,  what  should  be  the  influence  of  our  knowledge 
upon  our  Christian  activity  ?  What  is  heaven  worth  to  us, 
measured  by  gratitude  to  Christ  and  service  for  him  ?  Can 
we  afford  to  be  martyrs,  missionaries,  reformers,  workers, 
bearing  the  heat  and  burden  of  the  day  ? 

Our  pilgrimage  is  not  long.  Some  of  us  should  descry  our 
heavenly  mansions  in  the  light  which  shines  upon  them  from 
the  throne.  We  ought  to  catch  glimpses  of  those  who  have 
gone  before,  and  hear  the  songs  of  the  blessed  as  they  praise 
the  Lamb.  Shall  not  the  vision  of  the  New  Jerusalem  add 
courage  to  our  faith,  and  make  us  more  patient,  earnest, 
hopeful  laborers?  Will  we  not  love  more  and  grow  better 
as  we  look  upon  the  work  of  Jesus,  and  anticipate  most  inti- 
mate fellowship  with  him  in  his  kingdom.  But  let  us  not 
forget  that  none  enter  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  but  the  nation 
of  the  saved.  Without  are  dogs,  and  sorcerers,  and  idolaters, 
and  murderers,  and  whosbver  loveth  and  maketh  a  lie ;  with- 
in are  only  tin;  pure  in  heart.  The  enjoyments  of  heaven  are 
not  for  those   who   would  delight  in  all  the  attributes  of  the 
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place,  save  its  society  and  its  service,  but  for  such  as  by- 
repentance  and  faith  have  been  made  children  of  God  and 
heirs  of  his  grace. 

It  is  not  enough  that  we  love  the  beautiful,  that  we  respect 
virtue,  that  we  honor  Christ  as  a  man,  or  simply  acknowledge 
him  to  be  the  Saviour.  It  is  not  sufficient  that  there  has 
been  effort  on  our  part  to  be  free  from  sin,  and  conformed 
to  truth  and  right. 

We  must  have  begun  reformation  from  a  radical  change  in 
our  natures,  and  carried  it  on  to  a  point  of  establishment  in 
the  ways  of  God.  There  are  to  be  no  risks  of  apostacy  or 
declension  in  the  Christian's  heaven,  for  "  there  shall  in  no 
wise  enter  into  it  any  thing  that  defileth,  neither  whatsoever 
worketh  abomination  or  maketh  a  lie."  All  that  tends  that 
way,  all  that  might  peradventure  issue  in  defection,  has  its 
place  outside.  And  nothing  can  be  relied  on  as  a  basis  of 
admission  but  faith  and  repentance.  Either  is  worthless 
without  the  other,  and  neither  can  be  evidenced  without  its 
fruits. 

Oh !  how  many  will  approach  the  gate,  saying,  "  Lord, 
Lord,  have  we  not  prophesied  in  thy  name,  and  in  thy  name 
cast  out  devils,  and  in  thy  name  done  many  wonderful  works," 
to  whom  Christ  will  profess,  "  I  never  knew  you." 

The  inheritance  of  the  saints  is  worth  everything  to  gain ; 
it  is  far  too  valuable  to  lose.  It  appeals  to  every  one  of  us  to 
dig  deep,  and  lay  our  foundation  upon  a  rock,  lest  when  the 
rains  descend,  and  the  floods  come,  and  the  winds  blow,  our 
house  fall,  and  endless  ruin  ensue. 


Blest  scene!   by  far  surpassing  story: 

O  vision,  glad  and  bright; 
Symbol  of  endless  future  glory — 

Gem  on  tbe  brow  of  night; 
To  persecuted  saint  unfolded, 

Cheering  him  on  his  way; 
Prophet  of  many  blessings  cherish'd, 

Earnest  of  perfect  day ! 

Thou  New  Jerusalem,  descending, 
Bride  of  the  Lamb  of  God, 
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With  joy  I  hail  thy  glad  appearing; 

Make  earth  thy  blest  abode. 
Best  here  tby  jasper  walls  and  crystal, 

Bright  with  the  smile  of  God; 
Thy  gates  of  pearl  and  streets  celestial, 

Pavements  by  angels  trod. 

Sweet  is  thy  river  of  water  flowing 

'Neath  trees  of  life  so  fair; 
Manner  of  fruit  abundant  bearing — 

Beauty  and  health  are  there. 
Hunger  and  thirst  may  never  enter, 

Or  pestilential  breath, 
Or  summer  sun,  or  night  of  winter, 

Or  icy  chill  of  death. 

Beyond  what  sense  of  mortal  teacheth, 

Or  imagery  of  art, 
Thy  holy  blessed  mission  reacheth, 

Strengthening  the  pure  in  heart. 
Who,  in  sight  of  the  furnace  nearing, 

Would  gather  grace  to  die; 
And  who,  after  the  furnace  sharing, 

Have  hope  to  dwell  on  high. 

Fulfill  thy  mission  to  the  weary 

Sufferer  for  the  Word; 
Leading  him  through  the  desert  dreary, 

Home  to  the  rest  preferred; 
Teaching  him  more  and  more  of  heaven, 

Nearer  he  comes  to  death, 
Showing  the  pearly  mansions  even, 

Clear  in  the  light  of  faith. 


